
OIL and GAS
R E G U L A T I O N S  –  U P D A T E

Adams County Community & Economic 
Development Department

4430 S. Adams County Pkwy.
Brighton, CO 80601  |  720.523.6800

Oil and Gas Liaison: 720.523.6891
adcogov.org/oil-and-gas-information

Colorado Oil and Gas  
Conservation Commission 

1120 Lincoln St., Suite 801
Denver, CO 80203  |  303.894.2100

Statewide Complaint Line: 888.235.1101 
cogcc.state.co.us

Colorado Department of Public  
Health and Environment –  

Air Pollution Control Division 
4300 Cherry Creek Dr. South 

Denver, CO 80246  |  303.692.3100
colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/divisions 

Colorado Department of Public Health  
and Environment – Oil and Gas Health 

Information and Response
303.389.1687  |  colorado.gov/OGhealth 

RESOURCES and CONTACT 
INFORMATION

All facilities must have a sign with the  
24-hour notification hotline number 

posted near the public rights-of-way.

The Board of Commissioners voted unanimously on 
Sept. 3, 2019, to adopt a new set of regulations for 
oil and gas facility development in unincorporated 
Adams County. The new regulations include the 
process for applying for an oil and gas facility permit 
as well as significant regulations regarding safety 
requirements and environmental standards for the 
design and operation of facilities.

REGULATORY PROCESS

The county’s new regulatory process includes two 
paths for approval of new oil and gas development. 
The administrative approval requires adherence to 
all criteria and standards, including a 1,000-foot 
setback from schools and residences. If an application 
cannot meet all the criteria, including the setback, 
the applicant can move forward through a public 
hearing process that could result in a waiver of those 
requirements given appropriate mitigation measures.

adcogov.org/oil-and-gas-information
FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT:



FACILITIES

2 | CHEMICAL HANDLING & CONTROL
 ཟChemical handling plan

 ཟProhibited chemical 
additives

 ཟRestricted storage time

3 | WATER QUALITY CONTROL
 ཟSource water testing

 ཟGroundwater well testing

 ཟSetback from surface waters

4 | AIR QUALITY CONTROL
 ཟLeak detection and repair

 ཟLeak repair timeframe

 ཟAir monitoring by third party

 ཟRestricted activities on air 
quality alert days

5 | EMISSIONS CONTROL
 ཟFlare use restrictions

 ཟ98% efficient combustion 
devices

 ཟProduct offload 
requirements

6 | DRILLING BEST PRACTICES
 ཟAutomatic safety systems

 ཟSurface remote shut-in 
valves

 ཟGreen completions

7 | WASTE HANDLING
 ཟClosed-loop recycling of  
drill fluids

 ཟTime limit for on-site waste 
storage

 ཟNo new injection wells

8 | NUISANCE HAZARDS
 ཟLow odor drill fluids

 ཟBaseline noise monitoring

 ཟElectrical drill rigs

 ཟVisual mitigation

9 | ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTIONS
 ཟFinancial assurance bond

 ཟEnvironmental liability 
insurance

 ཟNotify county of spills

 ཟRemediation requests

10 | EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
 ཟFire district coordination 

 ཟ Impact area notification

 ཟOn-site spill response 
equipment

 ཟSpill prevention and control 
measures

 ཟEmergency response plan 

1 | SAFETY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
 ཟWorker training and 
certification 

 ཟ Incident reporting and 
investigation

 ཟSafety compliance audits
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